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In the field of cattle keeping, tribal 

societies nurture a vast fund of indigenous 

knowledge existing as traditional beliefs. 

The influence of such beliefs in a tribal 

society is mo1•e pertinent and draws 

increased attention, as tribal societies are 

still by and large traditional. But, empirical 

studies are absent in the area of traditional 

belief system related to cattle keeping. In 

this study therefore an attempt is made to 

explain the profile of tribal cattle keepers 

in terms of 

1) Awareness of traditional beliefs 

and 

2) Socio-personal and communication 

characteristics inrelation to degree 

of belief and extent of adoption of 

these beliefs. 

Materials and methods 

A total of 73 traditional beliefs related 

to cattle keeping prevalent in the Attappady 

tribal development block of Palakkad 

District of Kerala State were collected after• 

discussing with groups of tribal cattle 

keepers at various locations. Later, by 

proportionate random sampling, 100 tribal 

dairy farmers of 10 milk co-operative 

societies of this tribal development block 

were selected and inter-viewed. Data were 

recorded in interview schedules. 

Awareness of traditional beliefs meant 

the tribal farmers awareness knowledge of 

various cattle husbandry related beliefs 

prevalent in the area. Degree of belief was 

conceptualised as the level of agreement 

or disagreement of the respondent towards 

the beliefs the respondent was aware of. 

To measure this variable, the method 

developed by Nand and Kumar- (1980) was 

made use of. Accordingly, the respondents 

were categorised either as high ot- low level 

believer on the basis of the mean score and 

standard deviation. Extent of adoption was 

measured in terms of adoption quotient. 

'Part of the M. V.Sc. thesis submitted by the first author to Kerala Agriculticral U~tiversity, 
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Adoption quotient was calculated for each 

individual in order to correlate with 

independent variable. Adoption quotient 

was calculated as follows: 

Total number of beliefs adopted 
(symbolic + practice adoption) 

Adoption quotient = 

Total number of beliefs studied 
x 100 

Results and discussion 

Awareness of beliefs 

It is evident from Table 1 that 

majority of the respondents (65%} had 

middle level awareness about traditional 

beliefs pertaining to cattle keeping since 

they knew 32 to 63% of the beliefs studied. 

Table 1. Awareness about traditional beliefs in dairy husbandry 

Level of awareness 
Respondents 

Strong believers Weak believers Overall 

High (> 63% beliefs) 18 (94.78) 1 (5.20) 19 (19) 

Medium (32-63% beliefs) 30 (46.15) 35 (53.84) 65 (65) 

Low (< 32% beliefs) 1 (6.25) 15 (43.75) 16 (16) 

Total 49 51 100 

Figures ifz pare~atlzesis i~zdicate percentages 

A little less than one-fifth of the 

respondents (19%) had high awareness as 

they knew more than 63% of the beliefs 

studied. The remaining respondents (16%) 

had only low awareness about the beliefs 

since they knew only less than 32% of 

beliefs. Among the high awareness group 

94.7% respondents were strong believers. 

Among the low awareness group only 

6.25% wel-e strong believers whereas 

among the middle level awareness group 

46.15% were strong believers. The fact 

that among those tribal cattle keepers who 

were highly aware of traditional beliefs, 

there were more strong believers than weak 

believers as against the low aware group 

among whom there were more weak 

believers than strong believers indicated 

that more the awareness more the degree 

of belief. In other words those who knew 

more beliefs had more faith in them. 
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Socio-personal characteristics 

It can be seen from Table 2 that among 

both old and middle age respondents there 

Table 2. Socio-personal characteristics 

were more strong believers than weak 

believers, whereas among the young, weak 

believers were predominant (72°10). 

Socio-personal 
characteristics 

Stron 
believer 

Weak 
believer 

Overall 
Correlation 

Degree of 
belief 

Extent of 
adoption 

1. Age 

Old (> 50) 
Middle (30 -50) 
Young (<30) 

13 (65.00) 
29 (52.72) 
7 (28.00) 

7 (35.00) 
26 (47.27) 
18 (72.00) 

20 (20) 
55 (55) 
25 (25) 

0.264** 0.245* 

2. Literacy 

Literate 
Illiterate 

8 (27.58) 
41 (57.74) 

21 (72.41) 
30 (42.24) 

29 (29) 
71 (71) 

— —

3. Experience 

High (> 34) 
Medium (10-34) 
Low (< 10) 

10 (66.66) 
31 (47.70) 
8 (40.00) 

5 (33.33) 
34 (52.30) 
12 (60.00) 

15 (15) 
65 (65) 
20 (20) 

0.253* 0.268** 

4. Livestock 

owned 
Low (< 4.45) 
High (> 4.45) 

29 (47.50) 
20 (51.28) 

32 (52.45) 
19 (48.71) 

61 (61) 
39 (39) 

0.016 -0.041 

S. Occupation 

Agricultural & 
Other labourers 
Employees of 
Government & 
Non Government 

46 (54.76) 

3 (18.75) 

38 (45.23) 

13 (81.25) 

84 (84) 

16 (16) 
— —

Solo level ** 1 °lo level 
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Data also revealed that age was 

significantly and positively related to 

degree of belief and extent of adoption. 

This finding was in consonance with the 

findings of Kalaivany (1992) and 

Gnanadeepa (1991). This positive and 

significant relation between age and degree 

of belief as well as extent of adoption of 

beliefs could be due to the fact that 

comparatively older generations had more 

faith in traditional beliefs than young. 

Among literates, weak believers were 

predominant (72.4%) and among illiterates 

more than half of the respondents were 

strong believers (57.44%} indicating that 

literates had comparatively lesser faith in 

traditional beliefs than illiterates. It was 

seen that among the highly experienced in 

dairy cattle keeping strong believers were 

more (66.66%). However, among the 

relatively less experienced group weak 

believers predominated. 

That apart, the relationship between 

experience in dairying and degree of belief 

was positive and significant. This agrees 

with the findings of Gnanadeepa (1991) 

and Kalaivany (1992). The extent of 

adoption was highly significantly and 

positively correlated with experience. This 

agrees with the findings of Somasundaram 

(1995). The above positive correlation 

indicated that those with more experience 

in dairying had comparatively more faith 

in traditional beliefs. Among those who 

kept more cattle 51.28% were strong 

believers. Among those who kept 

comparatively lesser cattle, weak believers 

(52.45%) were more. The degree of belief 

was positively and non-significantly 

correlated with number of livestock owned. 

The extent of adoption nevertheless was 

negatively and non-significantly correlated 

with number of cattle owned which was in 

agreement with the finding of 

Somasundaram (1995). It was thus seen 

that though those who kept more livestock 

had more faith in the beliefs yet adopted 

comparatively less of beliefs and, however, 

the latter relation was statistically not 

significant. 

Most of the respondents were 

agricultural and other labourers among 

whom strong believers were more 

(54.76%). On the contrary among others 

who were employees weak believers were 

more (81.25%). It was amply clear from 

the above results that agricultural and other 

labourers perceived the traditional beliefs 

more important than the employees of 

Government and non-Governmental 

Organisations. 
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Communication characteristics 
It was seen that 62 per cent of the respondents studied had only low mass media 

exposure whereas the rest had high exposure comparatively (Table 3). 

Table 3. Communication characteristics 

Characteristics 
Strong 

believers 
Weak 

believers Overall

Correlation 

Degree of 
belief 

Extent of 
adoption 

1. Mass media 
exposure 
High ( 37.28) 
Low (<7.28) 

13(34.21) 
36(58.06) 

25(65.78) 
26(41.93) 

38(38) 
62(62) _0.294** -0.350** 

2. Extension agency 
contact 
High (35.1) 
Low(<5.1) 

17(47.22) 
32(50.00) 

19(52.77) 
32(50) 

36(36) 
64(64) _0.142 -0.140 

3. Personal-Localite 
exposure 
High (3 28) 
Low(<28) 

24(60.00) 
25(41.66) 

16(40.00) 
35(58.33} 

40(40) 
60(60) 0.162 0.221 * 

* 5% level * * 1 %level 

In the low exposure group there were 

more strong believers (58.06%) and in the 

high exposure group there were more weak 

believers (65.78%). The degree of belief 

was negatively and highly significantly 

correlated with mass media exposure. This 

agreed with the finding of Gnanadeepa 

(1991) and Kalaivany (1992) but was in 

contrary to the findings of Selvanaigam 

(1986). Further, the extent of adoption was 

negatively and significantly correlated with 

mass media exposure, which was contrary 

to the findings of Somasundaram (1995). 

Regarding extension agency contact, 
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majority (64%) had only low level of 

contact with extension agencies. When 

among those having high level of extension 

agency contact more respondents were 

weak believers among those having less 

extension agency contact strong and weak 

believers were equal. The degree of belief 

was found negatively and non-significantly 

correlated with extension agency contact. 

This finding agrees with that of 

Gnanadeepa (1991) and Kalaivany (1992) 

but contradicted with the findings of 

Selvanayagam (1986). The extent of 

adoption of traditional beliefs showed a 

negative and non-significant correlation 

with extension agency contact, which 

agreed with the findings of Somasundaram 

(1995). Respondents mostly (60%) 

belonged to low personal localite exposure 

group. In this group there were more weak 

believers (58.33%} where as in the high 

exposure group there were predominately 

more (60%) strong believers. The degree 

of belief showed a positive but non 

significant correlation with personal-

localite exposure, which agreed with the 

findings of Selvanayagam (1986). The 

extent of adoption showed a positive and 

significant correlation with personal 

localite exposure. 

Summary 

An attempt was made to explain the 

profile of tribal dairy farmers of Attappady 

in terms of their awareness of traditional 

beliefs in dairying and socio-personal and 

communication characteristics were 

explained in relation to the degree of belief 

and extent of adoption of beliefs. It was 

seen that majority of the respondents had 

middle level awareness about traditional 

beliefs in dairy husbandry. Those who 

knew more number of beliefs were strong 

believers or in other words had more faith 

in the beliefs. Age of respondents as well 

as their experience in dairying were 

positively and significantly correlated with 

degree of belief and extent of adoption. 

Number of cattle owned was not 

significantly correlated with degree of 

belief and extent of adoption. Among the 
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communication variables, personal-localite 

exposure was positively and significantly 

correlated with extent of adoption whereas 

extension agency contact had no such 

relationship. However, mass media 

exposure was negatively and significantly 

correlated with degree of belief and extent 

of adoption. 
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