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A NOTE ON GESTATION LENGTH IN CROSSBRED CATTLE 

Length of gestation is calculated as the 

interval from fertile service to parturition. 

The duration of gestation is genetically 

determined, although it can be modified by 

maternal, foetal and environmental factors 

(Hafez, 1993). Variations in gestation 

length are of importance in prevention of 

losses at parturition. A few days of 

intrauterine life for the fast growing foetus 

at the end of gestation results in a marked 

increase in size which may be sufficient to 

cause dystocia, particularly in primiparous 

animals (Laing, 1979). 

According to Hafez (loc. cit.), the 

average gestation length in days with range 

in Brownswiss, Holstein Friesian and 

Jersey breeds are 290 (270-306), 279 (262-

309) and 279 (270-285) respectively. He 

is of the opinion that the small variations 

in pregnancy duration among breeds may 

be due to genetic, seasonal or local effects. 

Many veterinary practitioners are of the 

opinion that consequent to the 

popularisation of the crossbreeding 

programme in Kerala, the gestation length 

of crossbred cattle when compared to the 

local non-descript cattle has increased over 

the years. The present study was 

undertaken to estimate the average 

gestation length in crossbred cattle. The 

breeding records of Livestock Research 

Station, Thiruvazhamkunnufnr the period 

1992-1999 were scrutinised and details of 

inseminations and calvings were recorded. 

The results obtained on analysis of the data 

are presented in the Table. 

Table. Average gestation length for the period 1992-1999 

Year 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Overall 

N 68 53 64 106 99 114 86 74 664 

Average 
gestation 
length(d) 

281.6 282.6 280.9 281.7 281.1 280.4 281.6 283.5 281.6 

S.E. 0.83 0.82 0.64 0.58 0.60 0.64 0.77 0.88 0.25 
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From the Table it is very clear that the 

average gestation length is 281.6 ± 0.25 

days. Eventhough there is a slight increase 

in the average gestation length over the 

years, it is not statistically significant. Out 

of 664 observations 9.64 pet• cent were 

above 290 days and 1.66 per cent were 

above 300 days. 

Summary 

Analysis of breeding data of 

Livestock Research Station, 

Thiruvazhamkunnu revealed that there is 

no significant increase in gestation length 

of crossbred cattle over the years. 
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