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HISTIOCYTOMA IN A BITCH: A CASE REPORT 

Canine cutaneous histiocytomas are 

unique neoplasms seen in dogs. They 

originate from monocyte-macrophage 

series of cells in the skin and cannot be 

transmitted to other dogs by cell 

transplantation (Theilen and Madewell, 

1987). It is a benign skin tumour affecting 

young dogs and majority occur (70%) in 

dogs younger than four years. It is not 

found in extracutaneous sites (Jubb et al., 

1993). Shakir and Sundararaj (1994) and 

Ayyappan et al. (1995) reported incidence 

of histiocytoma in bitches. The present 

paper places on record a case of 

histiocytoma and its surgical management 

in a three and a half years old crossbred 

female dog. 

A Sikkim-Tibetan crossbred female 

dog, three and a half years old, was 

presented to the Veterinary College 

Hospital, Mannuthy, with the history of a 

progressively growing swelling at the 

lower vulval commissure. On clinical 

examination, the swelling was found to be 

hard and the size of a lemon. Surgical 

removal of the mass was resorted to. 

The animal was prepared for aseptic 

surgery. Triflupromazine hydrochloride' 

20 mg was administered intramuscular 

followed by 5 per cent solution of 

Thiopentone sodium2 intravenous to effect 

anaesthesia. 

An incision was made at the muco-

cutaneous junction of the lower 

commissure of the vulva. The skin was 

separated by blunt dissection from the 

underlying tissue. The tumour mass was 

separated by blunt dissection after ligating 
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the vessels. The dead space was 

obliterated by simple continuous sutures 

using 2/0 catgut and the vulval lips were 

reconstructed by suturing the skin with the 

mucous membrane with monofilament 

nylon. 

Ampicillin sodium3 750 mg daily was 

administered orally for five consecutive 

days postoperative. The wound was 

dressed using Povidone iodine ointment4. 

The animal had an uneventful recovery and 

the sutures were removed on 8t" 

postoperative day. 

The mass on microscopic examination 

revealed that the tissue consisted of uniform 

sheets of cells, round to ovoid in shape with 

large nuclei, nuclear pleomorphism and 

high mitotic index. The condition was 

diagnosed as histiocytoma. 

Summary 

A case of histiocytoma at the lower 

commissure of the vulva in a three and a 

half years old Sikkim-Tibetan crossbred 

dog and its surgical management was 

reported. 
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