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Short communication 

PIGEON CANKER - A CASE REPORT 

Avian trichomonosis caused by the 
flagellated protozoan Trichomonas gallinae 
is a disease of the upper digestive tract of 
many species of birds, particularly pigeons 
(Soulsby, 1982), where the condition is 
described as canker. Affected adult birds 
show no signs of the disease, but in infected 
pigeon squabs, death may occur within ten 
days (Calneck, 1991). Eventhough the 
prevalence of the disease in pigeons is high, 
the reports are limited. Hence, the present 
paper puts on record a case of pigeon can-
ker and its successful clinical cure after 
therapy. This forms the first report of the 
condition from Kerala. 

Three domestic pigeons from among a 
flock of eighteen household reared pigeons 
were presented at the Veterinary College 
Hospital, Mannuthy, with the history of 
inappetance, dullness and emaciation. On 
observation, the birds were found to be 
listless with ruffled feathers and a pendulous 
crop. Careful examination of the crop 
revealed caseous scab on the dependant part 
and leakage of crop contents to outside. 
caseous lesions surrounded by a zone of 
hyperaemia were also found on the oral 
mucosa. 

Cytological examination of the lesions was 
carried out. A small portion of the 
lesion was separated using a sterile swab and 
teased well in a drop of normal saline. 
Observation under the low power objective 
of the microscope revealed more than two 
motile trichomonads per field. Giemsa stained 
smears also revealed the organisms. 
The birds were treated with Metronidazole 
@ 50 mg/kg body weight for ten days. 

Thorough cleaning of the cage, feeders and 
waterers was advised. 

Complete resolution of the symptoms was 
noticed after ten days therapy. Trichomo-
nas gallinae is a frequent parasite of pigeons, 
occumng most commonly in the crop and the 
anterior portion of the alimentary canal. The 
disease is manifested by the presence of 
caseous masses in the pharyngeal region, as 
well as in liver and lungs. In adult pigeons 
canker does not usually produce any signifi-
cant damage to health, as there is some kind 
of equilibrium between the trichomonads and 
the defence mechanisms of the hosts. It is 
only when the immune status of the pigeon is 
weakened by stress due to climatic change, 
ectoparasitism or concurrent disease that the 
trichomonads multiply producing serious 
clinical outbreaks and mortality (Wingswest, 
2004). 

Diagnosis of the disease is done by 
observation of clinical signs and gross 
lesions as well as by microscopic examination 
of organism in direct wet smears from the 
mouth or crop or cultures made from the 
lesions (Baker, 1969). The symptoms and 
cytological findings in the present study are 
highly suggestive of Trichomonas gallinae 
infection. Furazolidone @ ~5-30 mg/ 
kg body weight for seven days provides 
an effective cure. Stabler (1957) and 
McLoughlin (1966) have found DimetriclaTole 
useful at a level of 0.05% in drinking water 
for pigeons. 

Summary 

A case ofpigeon canker and its successful 
cure after therapy is placed on record. 
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