
Journal of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, 31 (2000) 77-78 

Short Communication 

SL;f n~IlV1ER MASTITIS IN A SHE GOAT -CASE REPORT 

Summer mastitis or Corynebacterium 
pyogenes mastitis is a necrotising suppurative 
inflammation of mammary tissue in non-
lactating bovine. Though summer mastitis is 
commonly reported in bovines (Sol et al., 1985; 
Seinhorst et al., 1991), there is paucity of 
information on goats. This paper describes a 
case of corynebacterium mastitis in a goat. 

Case history and observations 

A nondescript one year old she goat was 
presented with the history of swollen udder, 
inappetance and pyrexia for three days to the 
Veterinary College Hospital, Namakkal. On 
clinical examination the animal had pyrexia 
(408C), depression, respiratory distress, 
abdominal respiration and difficulty in walking. 

The left quarter of mammary gland and 
teat had edematous painful swelling. Milk from 
the left quarter was pasty and purulent in nature. 
The antibiogram of the organisms isolated from 
milk sample revealed that it was sensitive to 
enrofloxcin, ciprofloxacin and gentamicin and 
the bacteriological examination revealed the 
presence of Cory~tebacterium sp. 

The culture and sensitivity were carried out 
as per the method of Bauer et al. (1966). The 
animal was treated with parental enrofloxacin 
and gentamicin and magnesium sulphate-
glycerine paste applied externally for 3 days. 

Discussion 

The term `summer mastitis' is apparently 
a misnomer because cases can occur throughout 
the year in animals of all ages. Coryrtebacteriunt 
pyoge~ies is regrded as one of the principal 
causes of mastitis in non lactating cattle (Sol et 
al., 1985). Goats are much less frequently 
affected by contagious mastitis than cows. It is 
a galactophoritis with only slight primary 

involvement of the acinar tissue. The possible 
predisposing factors and exact mode of 
transmission of summer mastitis remains 
uncertain. The clinical signs reported in this 
case resembles those in cattle described by 
Radostits et al. (1994). 

The foul odor of organic acids and indole 
in the secretion, produced by Peptococcus 
indolicus is seen in summer mastitis in cattle 
(Barragry, 1994). In this case the foul odor is 
absent. Bacteriological examination of milk 
samples taken from cases of summer mastitis 
have most commonly isolated C. pyogenes, P. 
indolicus and obligatory anaerobic bacteria 
(Madsen, 1985). This is in agreement with the 
present report. 

Considerable success has been achieved in 
treating C. pyogefres mastitis with a combination 
of antibiotics and treatment success might be 
increased if treatment were initiated at an early 
stage of the infection. The difficulty lies not in 
the sensitivity of the organism but rather in the 
penetration of the antibiotic through purulent 
masses to the focus of infection (Barragry, 
1994). The failure to respond to treament in 
this case might be due to the late initiation of 
treatment and poor penetration of antibiotics 
through the purulent masses. 

Summary 

A case of summer mastitis or 
Cory~tebacterium pyogenes mastitis was 
recorded in a goat and discussed. 
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