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Short Communication 

SURGICAL MANAGEMENT OF PROSTATIC ABSCESS 
IN A DOBERMANN-A CASE REPORT 

Prostatic hyperplasia is common especially 
in uncastrated housebred dogs over 5 years. 
Cysts, abscess and malignancies affect this gland 
(Roberts SJ., 1982). In rare cases prostatic 
calculi have been reported (Lumb, 1952). 
Reported Incidence of prostatic abscess from 
Kerala State is not many and hence one such 
case and its successful surgical drainage is placed 
on record. 

A Dobermann, male, 6 years was presented 
in the clinic (Case No.194) with the history of 
anorexia since two days, difficulty in defaecation 
and micturition with occassional straining. 
Animal was passing dark coloured pasty faecal 
matter with mucous and the urine was deep 
yellow in colour. The dog was in an arched 
back posture with stiff-legged gait. 
Temperature, pulse rate and respiration rate were 
recorded as 103o F, 110/minute and 80/minute 
respectively. Pus cells were detected in the urine 
(10/HPF) and the pH was 4. Differential count 
picture was Neutrophils-56%, Eosinophils-4%, 
Basophils-Nil, Lymphocytes-40%, Monocytes-
Nil. 

Following treatment regimen was given on 
the first day on the assumption that the urinary 

system of the animal was infected. Dextrose 
saline-200m1 with Betamethasone* 1 ml. as I/ 
V, Norfloxacin 400 mg's*. tab and Disodium 
hydrogen citrate'~~`* liquid orally. Next day the 
animal exhibited signs of colic with arched back 
and occassional straining. Careful abdominal 
palpation bilaterally revealed a soft fluctuating 
ball like structure above the region of urinary 
bladder. Per rectal examination with index 
finger indicated abnormal enlargement of the 
prostate gland towards the left side with smooth 
surface. It was decided to perform laparotomy 
and surgical correction. 

The dog was sedated with Xylazine 
hydrochloride' at the dose rate of 2 mg/kg. and 
the site of operation was infiltrated with 2% 
Lignocaine hydrochloride2. Ventral midline 
laparotomy was pertormed under aseptic 
condition starting the incision behind the 
umbilicus extending caudally parallel to the 
prepucial sheath avoiding the penis by parting 
it towards the left. Bladder was exteriorised 
and compressed to evacuate the urine as it was 
distended. The bladder showed muscular 
hypertrophy. The blood vessels were found 
engorged, peticheal haemorrhages over the 

* Betnesol Glaxo Worli, Mumbai. Betamethasone as Sodium Phosphate 4 mg/ntl 
Norf lox Cipla, Mumbai Central, Mumbai, Norfloxaci~t 400 mg 

Citralka Parke Davis, Mumbai, Disodiu~tt ltydroge~t citrate 1.53 gnt/S rnl liquid 114 rnl 

1) Xylaxirt Indian Intmunologicals, Hyderabad 
Xylazine hydrochloride 23.22 mg/ntl 

2) Xylocaine Astra IDL Bangalore 
Lignocai~te Hydrochloride 2% 
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compressed lower portion indicating the signs 
of cystitis. The left side of the neck of the 
bladder revealed a large soft tensed 
hypertrophied prostate gland. The bilobular 
appearance of the gland was lost. The gland 
was grasped and drawn towards the incision by 
traction. The gland was fixed in the position 
by packing it round with gauze. Punctured and 
aspirated about 130 ml. of purulent discharge 
and the prostatic abscess was completely drained 
out. Carefully cleaned the cavity and injected 
5 ml. of Tr.Iodine. Bladder and the exposed 
areas were washed with normal saline. Ventral 
midline incision was closed by placing a double 
row of continuous suture with 2.0 chromic 
catgut. Antibiotic powder sprinkled over the 
suture area and the skin was approximated with 
horizontal matress sutures using silk thread 
No. 1. 

Post operatively administered Metroni-
dazole 50 m13, Dextrose normal saline 250 ml. 
intravenously and Amoxycillin Cloxacillin 500 
mgr, Diclofenac Sodium 1 mis, intramuscularly. 
Antibiotic therapy was continued for 3 days. 
Animal passed faeces and urine and started 
taking food from the 2nd day onwards. Sutures 
were removed on the 10th post operative day 
and the patient recovered uneventfully. 
Castrated the animal after 15 days, on the 
scientific basis that when the testicles are 
removed the activity of gland ceases and it 
gradually undergoes atrophy. 

Summary 

A case of prostatic abscess in a dog and its 

surgical correction was recorded. 
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3. Flagyl Iv 100 ntl, Rhone-Poulenc, Worli, Muntbai. 
Metra~tidazole S00 rttg/100 ml. 
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