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Various methods have been described for 
pregnancy diagnosis in goat: viz. abdominal 
ballottement and external palpation, radio-
graphy, hormonal assays and ultrasonography 
(Sudar,5anan, 1970; Laing, 1979; Morrow, 
1980; McDonald, 1989; Goel and Agarwal, 
199(1; Chauhan et cil., 1991 and 
Rajashekharan cat n/., 1992), but there is lack 
of a simple clinical method for reliable 
diagnosis of early pregnancy. Kecto-
abdominal palpation by Hulet's technique 
(Chauhan and Waziri, 1991; Mc Donald, 
1989) is useful from 3rd month onwards but 
the method causes considerable rectal damage 
in alxxtt 46 per cent of animals (Tyrrell and 
Plant, 1979). Rectal palpation in large 
animals provides easy diagnosis of pregnancy 
(Lenrjanis, 1970) but the smaller size of 
goat. makes classical rectal examination 
inrpossihle (Morrow, 1984). 

Binranual examination involving per 
rectal digital palpation combined with 
abdominal manipulation was found to be 
quite successfirl for examination of 
nrhular reproductive n'act and even 
ovaries in goats (Ibraheem Kutty and 
Sudarsauan, 1990) and the method was 
adopted fur pregnancy diagnosis and the 
results are presented. 

~•laterials and Methods 

The study was conducted at Kerala 
Agricultural University Goat Farm, 
Manuuthy. Fifty two Nannies were examined 
for pregnancy between 28 and 32 days of 
insemination and those diagnosed positive 
were properly identified. All the animals 
were observed for returning to service and , 
were re-examined at 60 days and further 
confirmation was made by the date of 
kidding. 

Method of examination 

Nannies were examined before feeding 
aril watering and were resh~ained in standing 
position by an attendant. Sitting in level 
with the pelvis of the animal, pre-lubricated 
and gloved index t'inger of the left hand was 
introduced per rectum. Dung pellets were 
removed turd bladder if intlated was 
evacuated by gentle pressure. Right palm 
held with tip of the fingers touching the 
ventral tluur of posterior abdomen was 
brought upwards vertically to displace 
abdominal organ forward tFig. Ij. Then, 
upward and backward nuwenrcnis of 
right palm enabled to contain the tubular 
reproductive tract in the pelvic cavity. 
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Fig. l Binr,nur<►I ~xaminaticm (cliagranunatic 
rohr~sc ❑rc t ion 

Examination was then carried out using the 
index finger in the rectum and the right palm 
so as to assess the size, shape, consistency 
and surface characteristics of the uterine 
homy. 

Kcsults trod Discussion 

Out of the 52 animals examined 29 were 
positive indicated by clear distension cif both 
uterine horns at ;U days while rest of the 
animals showed no distension suggestive of 
early pregnancy. In none of the animals 
there was notable hypertrophy of cervix or 
sh-etclting of vagina at this stage and 
distended uterus could be well contained in 
the pelvic cavity. 

Un re-examination after one month, two 
among the earlier nannies identified pregnant 
were diagnosed non-pregnant which may be 
due to early embryonic death and resorption, 
since these nannies were subjected to teaser 
buck every clay to detect return to oestnts. 

Chances of luteolysis and resorption are 
reported to be more in nannies expc~secl to 
stale stinutlation (Mc Donald, 1989). 

Diagnosis of positive and negative cases 
were confirmed based on the date of kidding. 
This method provided a reliable method of 
diagnosis of pregnancy at 28 to 30 days 
where as no other method so far described 
except hormone assays provides such an 
early diagnosis. 

In flock~ exposed to males, positive cases 
require re-examination to exclude chances of 
early resorption. In the present study there 
were two cases of resorption (7.4`70) out of 
79 early pregnancies behveen one and two 
months. 

The present study revealed that birnanual 
examination can be used as an easy, simple 
and reliable method of diagnosis of early 
pregnancy in goats from one month onwards. 

Summary 

A simple method for diagnosis of 
pregnancy in goats from ;30 clays onwards 
using per rectal digital examination combined 
with abdominal manipulation is reported. 
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