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Canine epibulbar melanoma is a rarely 
seen tumour which must be differetuiated 
from melanosis of the conjunctiva and 
extension of intra-ocular melanoma, through 
the comes and sclera (Gelatt, 1970 and 
Martin, 1981). A case of epibulbar melanoma 
in an Alsatian dog is presented in this paper. 

Case History and Clinical Findings 

A three and a half year old male Alsatian 
dog was presented with the complaint of a 
growing mass in the left eye. The mass had 
growing tendency despite topical 
corticosteroid therapy by the referring 
veterinarian. Clinical examination revealed a 
dark pigmented and mildly elevated mass 
overlapping the lintbal region and extending 
into two-third portion of the cornea. No 
evidence of anterior chamber InVOlVetrlellt 

was noticed on direct ophthalmoscopic 
examination. Surgical excision of the masti 
was recornrnended due to its rapid growth 
and extension of the masti into the comes. 

Surgical Procedure 

The dog was premedicated with Atropine 
sulphate (0.04 ntg/kg body weight) 
subcutaneously and Triflupromazine 
hydrochloride (Siquil - Sarabhai) ~>> 1 rng/kg 

body weight intravenously. General 
anaesthesia was induced and maintained with 
2.5% thiopentone sodium solution (Pentothal 
Sodium -Abbott Laboratories) 

The eyelids were retracted using a 
speculum. The mass was carefully distiected 
along with superficial layers of the cornea 
and timbal region, using No. 15 Bard Parker 
blade and Castroviejo cott►eal scissors. 
Haemorrhage was controlled by instilling I 
in 10,000 adrenaline solution. 
Chlorarnphenicol sodium succinate 
(BIOPHENICOL-BIOCHEM) - 50 ntg/kg 
injection was given for 5 days post-
operatively along with chloramphenicol eye 
ointment (Chlorarnphenicol aplicaps -Parke -
Davis). A protective eye bandage was applied 
for a week. Histopatholugical exantinatiun of 
the excised mass revealed that it was a case 
of melanoma. 

Discuss ion 

Epibulbar melanomas are relatively 
uncommon in animals. Belkin (1975) 
reported a single case of epibulbar melanoma 
removed by Keratectorny and Sclerectomy. 
Heavily pigmented clogs are reported to be 
store prone for occurrence of melanoma 
(Morgan, 1969j. Lintbal rnelanuntas in the. 
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younger group of dogs (2-4 years of age) 

were all invasive with a hiatory of rapid 

growth (Belkin, 1971). In the. present case 
also the mass was growim_ rapidly and 
almost two-third of the' cornea was involved. 

~~ t'irerl ophthalmoscopic examination helped 

to ruleout the involvement of iuuaucular 
stnrctures. There was great difficulty in 
dissecting out the turnour mass clue to 
firm attachment with the timbal region and 
cornea. 

Summary 

A case of epibulhar melanoma, in a 
young Alsatian clog and its surgical 
rnanagenrent is repor-tecl. 
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