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Hernia in cattle, though a common 
condition, is generally ignored by the owners 
unless it produces grave symptoms (Kundu el 
ccl., 1966). Successful herniorrhaphy for 
large sized ventral hemial in bovines with 
overlapping mattress sutures anti Vetafil as 
suture nraterial was reported by 
Lakshmipathy (1975). Johnson (1970) 
performed umbilical herniorrhaphy in foals 
using chromic Catgut No.2. 

This paper reports successful repair of a 
ventral hernia in a buffalo heifer using silk 
with overlapping mattress sutures (Vest-over-
pant sutures). 

Case History 

A non-descript buffalo heifer aged 15 
months was presented with the history of 

~ reduced feed and water intake and with a 
swelling at the left ventral aspect of the 
abclornen. The quantity of dung passed was 
less but it was normal in appearance and 
consistency. 

Uitrgnosis 

The fact that the swelling appeared 
itnrnediately after butting by another animal 

gave a pavement for considering the 
condition as ventral hemia. Besides, when 
the animal was examined, the hemial ring 
was palpable in the left lower abdominal area 
and the contents were reducible. The 
condition was diagnosed as ventral hernia. 

'I'rcatment 

The animal was prepared by with holding 
food and water for 24 hours and 12 hours 
respectively. The area over the swelling and 
adjoining to it was shaved. The site was 
prepared following standard aseptic 
procedures. The animal was sedated with 
Xylazine (Xylaxirr-Indian Imrnunologicals 
Limited, Hyderabad) at the dose rate of 0.1 
mg/kg LM. Lignocaine (Xylocaine 2% 
ASTRA-IDL) was infiltrated along the line 
of incision. The animal was secured in 
dorsal recumbency. A linear paramedian 
incision was made over the swelling. 
Immediately beneath the skin voluminous 
loop of intestine was present. The hemial 
ring was traced and through the hemial ring 
the intestinal loops were reduced to the 
abdominal cavity. The hemial ring could be 
clearly visualised (Fig. I) after reducing the 
hemial contents. The hernial ring was 
large but it could be apposed by applying 
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Fig. I Fir.rnial ring after rcducticar cif ccmt~~nts 

overlapping mattress suture (vest-over-pant 
suture). The sutures were applied from the 
centre of hernial ring to periphery of her-uial 
ring on either side. The suture threads were 
kept long enough and were anchored with 
haemostats. The sutures were tightened only 
after application of all the sutures from 
centre to the periphery and the excess suture 
material was trimmed off. The overlapping 
edge of the hernial ring was sutured to the 
abdominal wall by simple continuous suture 
pattern using silk No. 2. The skin was 
sutured using silk No. 2 in horizontal 
mattress pattern. Three stay sutures were 
applied on the suture line for anchoring the 
gauze bandage. Streptopenicillin (Dicrysticin-
Sarabhai) was given post-operatively for 5 
days. Hinrax ointment was applied on the 
sutured area. The sutures were. removed on 
the 10th post operative day. The animal had 
an trrreventful recovery. 

Discuss ion 

Herniorrhaphy was considered 
unsuccessful because of chances of 

recurrence in lar~,e animals. However, 
successful her~riorrhaphy was done by 
Lakshmipathy (1975) for repairing large 
sized ventral hernias without using any 
graft material. He has used Vetafil as 
suture material for repair of hernial ring. 
In the present study, silk was used as 
suture material. Obviously it has several 
advantages like easy availability, ease of 
sterilization and handling. Besides, silk is 
more reactive and evokes more inflammatory 
response producing more adtresions at the 
repaired side, thereby improving the strength 
of the abdominal wall and preventing 
recun-ence. 
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Summary 
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A rase of venu~al hernia in a buffalo 
heifer and its successful hemiorrhaphy by 
overlapping rtrattress suture pattern using silk 

"~" has been reported. 
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