
Journal of Veterinary and Anir~nal Sciences. 27 (1996) 70-71 

Short Communication 

PERIMETRIAL CYST IN A BITCH - A CASE REPORT 

~-

_~ 

Perimetrial cysts are observed 
occasionally in aged pluriparo~rs bitch and 
very rarely in the cow (Jubb. et nl., 1993). 
Kaiser (1978) has reported a case of serosal 
cyst in a Gerrnatr Shepherd bitch. The 
present communication records a sirni lar case 
in a primiparous German Shepherd bitch 
aged 3 years. 

The carcass of the dog was brought to 
the Dept. of Pathology, College of Veterinary 
and Animal Sciences, Mannuthy, Thrissur for 
post-mortem examination and diagnosis. The 
dog had whelped one year back but all the 
nine pups were dead. The animal did not 
come to oestrum after parturition. The owner 
reported that the animal had respiratory 
difficulty and anorexia. Detailed postrnortern 

examination was conducted. 

The uterus containing the cysts was fixed 
in 10% formal saline and portions of uterus 
containing a single cyst was processed 
through the routine histopathological 
technique and paraffin sections were taken at 
Sµ thickness and stained with Haematoxylin 
and Eosin. 

Grossly, the right uterine horn contained 
seven pedunculated cysts of varying sizes 
ranging from 3mm - 1.5 cm. (Fig. 1). All 
the cysts were located at the dorsal aspect of 
the uterine hom near its apex where the 
broad ligament was attached. The cyst 
contained clear watery fluid. The cyst wall 
was thin and translucent. 
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Histologically, the wall of the cyst 
adjacent to the uterus was thick and 
contained a layer of smooth muscle which 
gradually reduced towards the apex of the 
cyst where only a layer of serosa was 
present. Few exfoliated cells were noticed 
inside the cyst individually and as sheets. 
The nucleus of such cells were large in size 
compared to the cytoplasm. 

Though the etiology is unknown, it is 
believed to be due to the retention of the 
serosal cells that are to be pinched off during 
the involution of the uterus after parturition. 
The presence of longitudinal layer of smooth 
muscle at the base of the cyst may be due to 
the involvement of the broad ligament of the 
uterus. 

Summary 

A case of perirnetrial cyst in a 3 year old 
prirnparous German Shepherd bitch is 
reported. 
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