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Short Conununication 

CONGENITAL SKELETAL DEFECT IN A CROSS-I1R1?D KID 

A crossbred (Saanen cross) goat was 
presented with dystocia. It had a normal kidding 
n~ the first pregnancy. After successful term ut 
the second pregnancy it delivered a healthy kid 
normally, but straining continued for three hours 
with no progress in labour. 

Per' vaginal examination revealed the 
presence of a dead fa;tus in-utero wlvch was 
removed manually along with its utetnbranes. 

The fcx;tus was found to Ix; a female monster 
with lateral deviation of head (Scoliosis) and 
under -development of mandible 
(brachyggnathism). All the foar limbs were well 
extended and curved at the fetlock region wlvch 

was more prominent in forelimbs. All the joints 
were ankylosed and rigid (Fig. 1). 

The condition can ]x; described as 
arthogryposis in which one or more joints are 
fixed in distorted position. Complexity of the 
process by which the Skelton is formed provides 
atuple opporntnity fora congenital defect to 
develop (Jubb et crl., 1993). The fixation of joints 
and distortion of the limbs is the result of severe 
atrophy of large group of IIIUSCleS (Jones and 
Hunt, 1983). Muscle contracture, ankylosis, ariho- 
gryposis and wry neck conditions were reported 
at sheep, goat altd calves. These are usually 
expelled dead and are due to simple recessive 
genes (Roberts, 1971; Arthur et al., 1989). 



Skeletal defect in kid 71 

K. Venugopal, E. Madhavan and 
K.M. Alikutty 
College of Veterinary and Annnal Sciences 
P.O. Matumthy, Thrissiv, Kerala. 

Keferences 

Arthur, 
(1989). 
6th Ed. 

G.H., Noakes, D.E. and Pearson, H. 
Veteritklry Rerroduction and Obstetrics, 
Bailliere Tindall, London. p.108. 

Jones, T.C. and Hutrt, R.D. (1983). Veterinary 
Pathology, 5th Ed. Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia. 
p. l 160. 

Jubb, K.V.F., Kennedy, P.C. and Palmer, N. 
(1993). Pathology of Domestic Atitnals, 4th 
Ed., VoI.I, Academic Press, New York. p.26. 

Rolx;rts, S.J. (1971). Veterinary obstetrics and 
Gecital diseases, 2nd Ed. CBS Publishers and 
Distributors (India), New Delli. p. 57. 


