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Short communication 

Pasteurel]osis in a hippopotamus —A case report 

Hippopotamuses are considered 
to be healthy animals and disease 

problems are rarely encountered. 

But, infrequently they are also susce-
ptible to rinderpest, tuberculosis, 

anthrax, pasteurellosis and salmone-

llosis (Taylor and Greenwood 1986). 
Lindau, (1982) observed infectious 
diseases in hippopotamuses and 
pygmy hippopotamuses. Similarly 
Weilenman (1982) reported a case of 
pasteurellosis in a 30 year old male. 

A case of pasteurellosis encoun-
tered during routine necropsy is 
presented here. 

A one year old hippo calf of the 
Zoological Gardens, Madras was 
brought to the Department of Pathology 
for postmortem (A. No. 364/92), with 
the history that the animal died sudde-
nly without exhibiting any symptoms. 

Grossly congestion and haemorr-
hage were observed in all the organs 
most prominent being in the heart, 
stomach and intestines. Liver was 
slightly enlarged with bulged borders• 
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A generalised septicaemic picture 
was noticed. 

The cultural and biological tests 
were positive for P. multocida. Lindau 
(1982) observed hippopotamuses to 
be very difficult patients and therefore 
clinical examinations were of limited 
value. Infectious diseases were often 
diagnosed only after bacteriological 
tests. Diagnosis was generally a 
problem and was done only when 

necropsied. Guilbride et al (1962) 
in their survey work recorded the 
occurrence of salmonellosis and 

brucellosis in hippopotamuses. In the 

present case the possibility of this 

animal picking up the infection from a 

Mouflon that died earlier due to paste-. 

urellosis appeared to be the cause for 

the incidence. Though Rosen (1981) 

presented a range of hosts of zoo 

animals affected with P. multocida he 

did not record it in hippopotamuses. 

Summary 

A case of Pasteurellosis in a one 

year old hippopotamus calf was pre-

sented here. 
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