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Short communication: 

Hn unusual case of rupture of urethra in a kid 

Reports on rupture of urethra in 
kids are very rare. The present paper 
places on record a case of rupture of 
the urethra involving the scrotum in a 
male kid. 

Case history 

A kid, male, nondescript and 2~ 
months old, was presented at the 
Veterinary Hospital, Mannuthy with the 
history of dribbling of urine through 
an opening at the ventral side of the 
scrotum since the previous day. On 
examination, oedema of the posterior 
third of the prepuce and the scrotum 
with a small opening at the ventral 
aspect of the scrotum was noticed. 
A polythene catheter inserted through 
this opening could be palpated at the 
swelling in the neck of the scrotum. 
The skin around the opening had 
become necrotic. 'The fluid escaping 
through this opening had urinous 
odour and on pressing the swelling, 
the flow of the fluid was increased. 
Anterior part of the prepuce appeared 
normal. Animal was taking feed and 
water normaly. 

Surgical correction was advised. 

Treatment 
The animal was controlled on dorsal 

recumbency and scrotal area was 
prepared for aseptic surgery. Local 
infiltration anaesthesia was effected by 

injecting 3 ml of 2% solution of ligno-
caine hydrochloride* A longitudinal 
incision, 5 cm long was made over the 
swelling commencing from the skin 
at the neck of scrotum towards the 
prepuce. The opening on the urethra 
was identified. A polythene catheter 
was inserted through the urethra to 
reach the bladder. The catheter was 
then passed cranially to protrude 
through the tip of the glans penis. 
The urethra was separated of the 
adhesions from the adjoining tissues 
at the level of scrotum, the excess 
portion was resected, and the edges 
of the urethra were sutured. The 
skin was brought into apposition 
by horizontal mattress sutures using 
monofilament nylon and the excess 
tissues were trimmed off. The cathe-
terwas fixed in situ by suturing it to 
the abdominal wall anterior to the 
preputial orifice. The suture line was 
dressed with Tr. Benzoin. Benzathine 
penicillin** 6 lakhs IU was administered 
intramuscularly. 

After 3 days, it was reported that 
the animal had removed the catheter 
and had difficulty in passing urine. 
A sterile polythene catheter was re-
introduced and refixed in situ, the skin 
wound was resutured and dressed with 
Tr, Benzoin.Benzathine penicillin 6 lakhs 
IU was administered intramuscularly. 
The sutures and catheter were removed 

* Gesicain 2% — Lignocaine hydrochloride 2% — SG Pharmaceuticals, Baroda, India 
*' Penidure LA 6 — Benzathin penicillin 6 lakhs IU John Wyeth (India) Ltd., Bombay. 
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on the 10th day post operatively. The 
animal could pass urine normally thro-
ugh the urethral orifice and had an 
uneventful recovery. 

An injury at the neck of the scro-
tum and the posterior part of the 
prepuce such as a penetrating wound 
or falling on a blunt object might have 
resulted in rupture of the urethra at 
that region. The escape of urine, 
through that opening might have caused 
cellulitis leading on to gangrene. The 
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skin at the ventral aspect of the scrotum 
might have sloughed off resulting in 
an open wound, through which, along 
with the inflammatory exudate urine 
also had been escaping giving the 
fluid a urinous odour. 

Summary 

A case of rupture of the urethra 
involving the scrotum in a male kid 
and its surgical management are 
discussed. 
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