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Short communication 

A note ~n wear of teeth in Nilagiri .anti Merino sheep 

Disorders of the teeth are important 
because teeth play a vital role in pre-
paring the food for proper digestion. 
Type of pasture, concentrates and 
methods of management contribute to 
the wear and tear of teeth. English 
grasses like Rye are "harder" on the 
teeth than finer grasses (Franklin, 1930). 
In "The Nilgiris" due to the frost 
followed by summer, grazing is harder 
from november to april when com-
pared to fresh tender greens available 
from may to October. Hence the study 
was undertaken to assess the normal 
wear of teeth in Nilagiri and Merino 
sheep. 

59 Nilagiri and 47 Merino sheep 
maintained at Sheep Breeding Station, 
Sandynallah, (The Nilgiris) were taken 
for the study. The exact age at which 
the permanent incisors fall out (Broken 
mouth) and the age of Bummer were 
recorded. Statistical analysis was car-
ried out as per Snedecor and Cochran 
(1967). 

Broken mouth 

The average age at which the 
broken mouth appeared was 64.5 m 
and 65.1 m for rams and ewes of the 
Nilagiri breed of sheep respectively, 
The mean values were 77.2 m and 
73.1 m for Merino rams and ewes res-
pectively. The differences between 
sexes were not significant in Nilagiri 
sheep while it was significant in 
Merinos (P L 0.01). The. difference 
between breeds also was significant 
(P L 0.01) (Table 1). 

Gummer 

The age of appearance of the 
Bummer was 72.5 m and 72.8 rn for 
rams and ewes of Nilagiri sheep and 
86.9m and 87.3 m for Merino rams and 
ewes respectively. The differences 
between sexes were not significant in 
Nilagiri breed while it was significant 
in Merinos (P L 0.01). The differences 
between breeds also was significant 
(P L 0.01) (Table 2) . 

Table-1 Age of appearance (months) of broken mouth in sheep (Nilagiri and 
Merino) 

Breed 

Nilagiris 

Merino 

Ram Ewe 

't' value n Mean S. E. C.O. V 
(%) 

n Mean S.E. C.O.V 
(%) 

24 64.542 1.065 8.08 35 65.143 0.348 3.16 0.6:7 

21 77.190 0.830 4.93 2E 73.115 0.942 6,57 3.166"* 

n number of observations 
' • = Highly significant (P C0.01) 
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Table —2 Age of appearance (months) of Bummer in sheep (Nilagiri and 
Merino) 

Breed 

Rarr~ 

S. E. 

Ewe 

't' value n Mean C.O.V 

(%) 
n Mean S. E C.O.V 

(%) 

Nilagiri 23 72.522 0.407 2.69 46 72.804 0.594 5.54 0.316 

Merino 26 89.923 0.543 3.08 36 87.278 0.654 4.50 2.945*' 

n = number of observations 
•• Highly significant (PC0.01) 

It was observed that the status of 

the broken mouth and the Bummers 

appeared later in Merinos than the 

Nilagiri breed though Nilagiri breed 

was native of this tract. 

Sheep Breeding Research Station, 
Sandynallah-643 23T, 
The Nilgiris 
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Summary 

The age of the appearance of the 
"broken mouth" and the "Bummer" in 
Nilagiri and Merino sheep was recor-
ded. Merinos were able to withstand 
forced hard grazing and these condi-
tions appeared 1-1~ years later than 
Nilagiri sheep. 
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