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Short communication 

Internal haemorrhage of ovary---A case report 

Slight haemorrhage in the ovary 
occurs with every ovulation, but it 
seldom attains considerable propor-
tion. The commonly reported haem-
orrhage in the ovary is on account of 

severe trauma due to enucleation of 

corpus luteum or rupture of cystic 
Graafian follicle (Roberts, 1971). In 
either case there will be evidence of 
trauma on the surface of the ovary= 
associated with haemorrhage or haem-
atoma. Internal haemorrhage into the 
ovarian cortex is reported to occur on 
account of toxic-infectious cause s 
(Nieberle and Cohrs, 1966., Nair and 
Raja, 1974). A case of internal haemor-
rhage in the ovary of a cross-bred 
cow is reported. 

A pair of ovaries from a cross-
bred cow slaughtered at Municipal 
slaughter house, Thrissur was collected 
and gross morphological and histolo-
gical studies were carried out. The 
right ovary was spherical with a dia-
meter of 2.5 cm and showed bluish 
discolouration on the surface. When 
incised the cut surface revealed a 
dark reddish blue area of 1.5 cm dia-
meter in the cortex. There was no 
sign of follicular activity or the prese-
nce of corpus luteum in cyclic growth 
or regression. The left ovary 
was comparatively smaller, smooth 
without any mature follicle, functional 
or regressing corpus luteum. 

Microscopical studies of section 
of ovary showed an extensive area of 
haemorrhage in the cortex. The ovar-
ian cortex was thin and showed only 
primordial and primary follicles and 
luteal scars. There was partial orga-
nisation of the haemorrhage character-
ised by proliferation of fibroblast and 
laying of collagen which replaced the 
degenerated blood. Around the 
organised haematoma there was focal 
areas of infiltration with lymphocytes 
and other mononuclears and extensive 
proliferation of fibroblast. 

The fact that there was no evide-
nce of trauma on the surface of the 
ovary and the haemorrhage was Ioca-
ted well within the cortex point out 
that it is internal haemorrhage of the 
ovary and not haemorrhage due to 
trauma on perrectal examination. In-
filtration of the area around the haem-
orrhage with lymphocytes and other 
mononuclears and proliferation of 
fibroblast indicated chronic inflamma-
tion pointing to the possibility of a 
toxic-infectious cause as suggested by 
Nieberle and Cohrs (1960). 

Summary 

A case of internal haemorrhage 
of the ovary with partial organisation 
of the haematoma possibly due to a 
toxic-infectious cause in a cross-bred 
cow is reported. 
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