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Short communicafion: 

Setaria digitata aS eCtoplC parasite lIl the Cj~SttC COrpuS luteum of a cow 

Cystic corpora lutea follow a 
normal ovulation ibut contain a fluid 
filled central cavity of 7-lOmm or more 
in diameter (Roberts, 1971). The 
species of the Genus Setaria are com-
monly found in the peritoneal cavity of 
ungulates but erratic migrations can 
occur and both juvenile and adult 
worms have been reported from 
several- aberrant locations such as 
abdominal cavity, kidneys, anterior 
chamber of the eye, scrotum, lungs, 
pleural cavity and urinary bladder 
(Sinha, 1974; Yoshikava et al. 1926; 
Usturge et al. 1986; Ashizawa and 
Moritomo, 1989). There are also a 
couple of reports on the presence of 
adultSetaria worms in the ovaries or any 
structures in the ovaries. A case of an 
adult female Sefaria worm in the cavity 
of a cystic corpus luteum is reported. 

A H. F. crossbred cow about 12 
years was slaughtered being sterile 
and the genital organs were recovered 
for detailed study. The right ovary 
was 3x2.4x2cm, soft in consistency 
with a large corpus luteum and 2 pre-
maturation sized follicles. The corpus 
luteum was soft and fluctuating on 
palpation. On incision of the ovary, a 
light straw coloured fluid gushed out 
and the central cavity of the corpus 
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luteum contained a long slender worm 
which was whitish .and motile. The 
corpus luteum measured 14 mm in dia-
meter and the central cavity 'about 
12 mm in diameter. The worm was 
identified as an .adult female Sefaria 
digitata containing microfilaria. 

The species of the genus Setaria 
are commonly found in ;the peritoneal 
cavity of ungulates, but erratic migra-
tions might lead to the presence of both 
adult and juvenile forms in several 
aberrant locations including reprodu-
ctive organs such as scrotum. This is 
probably the first report on the pres- 
ence of an adult Sefaria digitata in the 
cystic corpus luteum in the ovary of a 
cow. It is possible that the migratory 
adult worm could have got into the 
ruptured follicle following ovulation 
and got entrapped in the corpus haem-
orrhagicum. The presence !. of the 
worm in the developing corpus luteum 
might have been responsible for the 
unusually large central cavity of the 
corpus luteum. 

Summary 

Heterotropic parasitism of Sefaria 
digi tata in the cavity of a cystic corpus 
luteum in cow is reported. 
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