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Short communication 

Intestillal eo~cicliosis of rab~a~ts in ~~erala 

Coccidiosis in rabbits is respon-
sible for severe ill health and mortality 
especially in young ones (Pellerdy, 
1965; Soulsby, 1982). Hepatic coccidi-
osis due to Fimeria stiedae is more 
severe but the intestinal coccidiosis _is—
more frequent and cause morbidity 
and mortality (Catchpole and Norton, 
i 979; Lalkrishna and Jagadish Vaid, 
1987 and Jain, 1988). In India, rabbit 
coccidiosis was first reported by 
Cooper (1927) and subsequently by 
several authors (Ray, 1945; Gill and 
Ray, i X60; Jain, 1988). 

The authors had the opportunity to 
examine rabbits with the history of 
severe enteritis and mortality, belong-
ing to the Small AnimalBreeding Station, 
Mannuthy and two private farmers at 
Perumbavoor who were rearing 
rabbits for meat. The faecal samples 
of dead and ailing rabbits were scre-
ened for oocysts by centrifugal salt 
floatation. The occysts were collected 
and suspended in 2% potassium dich-
romate solution and allowed to spor-
ulate at room temperature. The mor-
phologicaldetails of nonsporulated and 
sporulated occysts were studied from 
hundred oocysts of each type. Obser-
vations on clinical signs and histopa-
thology of intestine were also made. 
Treatment for the ailing rabbits was 
also suggested. 

The species of Fimeria encount-
ered in the present study were identi-
fied as E. magna, E. perforans, E. 

media and E. intesiinalis. None of the 
samples examined showed a pure in-
fection with a single species and mixed 
infection with two or three species was 
common. Fimeria magna was found 
in 89% of the samples and E. intestin-
alishad the lowest incidence (12%). 

The infected rabbits were emaci-
ated and had varying degrees of 
diarrhoea mixed with mucus. Macro-
scopically, the intestine of dead rabbits 
~n*as oedematous, inflamed, hypera-
emic and had greyish white foci on the 
mucosa. Histopathological er.amiratiori 
revealed thickening of intestine due to 
moderale hypertrophy of the villi but 
desquamation of epithelium was not 
very marked. The endogenous stages 
in epithelial cells in descending order 
of preponderance were mature and 
immature schizonts, trophozoitEs, gam-
etooytes and oocysts. The trophozoites 
were often seen together with other 
stages suggesting repeated infection 
and absence of appreciable level of 
local immunity. Multiple infection of 
epithelial cells was also evident. The 
cellular infiltration in lamina propria 
was not marked but showed distension 
at certain areas by the developing 
schizonts. Haemorrhage and conge-
stion of capillaries was comparatively 
rare. 

The infection couldbe successfully 
controlled by treatment with sodium 
sulphaquinoxaline at aconcentration of 
0.05. per cent for a period of five days. 
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Summary 

coccidiosis in rabbits due to 
Eimeria magna, E. perforans E. media 
and E. intestinalis is reported. Treat-
ment with sodium sulphaquinoxaline 
was found to be effective. 
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Summary 

A case of Lymphosarcoma in a cat 
involving spleen, kidney and mesen-
teric lymph nodes is presented in this 
paper 
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