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Short Communication 

~'entzal ~1Qrn~a associated vaith aboma~al fistula in a cow — a clinical report 

A case of ventral hernia associated 
with an abomasal fistula in a cow and 
its surgical correction is reported in 
this paper. 

A cow, four years old, belonging 
to the University Livestock Farm, 
Mannuthy was presented at the Farm 
clinic with a soft fluctuating swelling 
on the mid ventral line, about 10 cm 
diameter and located 12 cm caudal to 
the xiphoid cartilage, On exploratory 
puncture, th:ek creamy pus was noticed 
and application of Iodine ointment was 
advised. On,the fourth day, the swel-
ling ruptured spontaneously and the 
discharge of pus mixed with ingesta 
was noticed. The wound edges were 
necrotic. The wound was irrigated 
with potassium permanganate lotion. 
On examination it was found to be a 
fistulous tract communicating to the 
herniated visceral organ. The hernial 
ring was of 10 cm in diameter and with 
firm adhesions all around. Sup gical 
correction by hernioraphy was resor-
ted to. 

The animal way starved for 24 
hours prior to surgery. The animal 
was controlled on right lateral recum-
bancy. The area around the swelling 
was prepared for aseptic surgery. 
Under local infiltration anaesthesia, 
using 2% Lignocaine hydrochloride*, 

a 20 cm long cutaneous incision was 
made on the lateral aspect of the 
swelling• Adhesions were released 
by blunt dissection ana the herniated 
mass exteriorised. It wes found that 
the ventral part of the abomasum had 
herniated through the tear on the 
abdominal wall, The fistulous open-
ing was of 1 cm in diameter. The 
wound edges on the abomasum were 
freshened and closed by double row 
of Lembert's sutures using braided 
silk and the abomasum was reposited 
into the abdominal cavity. The perito- 
nium and the muscles were sutured ~by 
double breasting sutures using brai-
ded silk. The necrotic tissue and the 
excess skin were trimmed off and the 
wound edges were sutured with mono-
filament nylon in vertical mattress 
fashion. Tr. Benzoin was applied over 
the wound. Streptopenicillin** 2.5 gm 
intramuscular was administered daily 
for five days. The animal fed on 
liquid diet for a week. The animal 
had an uneventful recovery and the 
sutures were removed on the eighth 
post-operative day. 

It could be presumed that the tear 
on the abdominal muscles might have 
been due to a fall on a blunt object 
resulting in herniation of a portion of 
abomasum. Probably due to the rub-
bing and constant irritation of the 
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region, firm adhesions might have 
developed with the hernial ring. 
Weakening of the abomasal wall and 
its rupture at a point, might have resul-
ted in a fistulous tract through which 
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Summary 

A case of ventral hernia associated 

with abomasal fistula in a cow and its 

surgical treatment is reported. 

the ingesta was exuding, when the 
abscess had burst. Though it was 
a herniation initially, subsequent patho-
logical changes led to the formation 
of fistulous tract. 
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