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Short communication: 

A case of natural infection with multiple cysts of Coenurus gaigeri in a goat 

Coenurus gaigeri, the larval stage 
of Taenia gaigeri which usually 
develops in the brain and spinal cord 
of goats, may also reach maturity in 
other organs, intramuscularly and 
subcutaneously (Soulsby, 1982). A 
number of reports are available from 
India on the occurrence of Coenurus 
gaigeri cysts in sheep and goats 
(Bhalerao, 1939; Rahimuddin, 1941; 
Mudaliar and Alwar, 1947; Rao et al, 
1947; Bhalla and Negi, 1962; Mathur 
and Dutt, 1969; Singh et al, 1971; Johri 
et al. 1971 and Shastri et al. 1985). 
Most of these reports barring the 
report of Shastri et al. (1985) relate to 
the presence of a single cyst. In the 
present report, gid in a female goat 
due to natural infection with multiple 
cysts of Coenurus gaigeri is reported. 

Case history: 

A fourteen month old female goat 
was brought to veterinary polyclinic, 
Chittoor on 6-8-91 (vide case No. 1408) 
for treatment with the history of ano-
rexia, rapidly developing subcutaneous 
swellings at several places, holding 
its head to the left side and upwards 
with a fixed gaze, stiffness and 
staggering gait. 

Observations: 

Examination of the goat revealed 
palpable swellings subcutaneously over 
left shoulder region, ventral abdomen, 
left lumbar region, left stifle joint and 
right sacral region (Fig. 1). Surgical 
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incision of the cyst at the ventral 
abdomen revealed clear watery fluid 
and several pin-head sized scolices on 
inner surface. This observation was 
suggestive of presence of multiple 
cysts internally leading to neurological 
symptoms in the present case. As the 
prognosis of the case was considered 
unfavourable the owner was advised 
to sacrifice the goat for a detailed 
examination. 

The goat was sacrificed and after 
skinning numerous cysts of varying 

Goat showing palpable cutaneous 
swellings on the stifle joint, shoulder 

joint and lumbar region 
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size could be seen firmly embedded 
in subcutaneous and intramuscular 
tissues. Opening of thoracic and 
abdominal cavities revealed cysts in 
the intercostal musculature (Fig. 2) 
cysts were also seen on spinal cord 
at lumbar region and in brain (Fig. 3). 
The cysts measured 1 to 6 centimetres 
in diametre. Brood capsules were not 
evident, but the cysts revealed clumps 
on outer surface which contained 
several scolices. On incision many 
budding and fully grown scolices were 
found protruding in clumps from the 
inner wall of the cyst. The carcass 
was infected with more than 75 cysts. 

Fig. 2, carcass showing multiple cysts 

rig. 3. Showing a cyst in the cerebrum 

The rostellum of the scolices was 
surrounded by 28-30 hooks with the 
blades of the hooks being moderately 
curved. The cysts were identified 
as Coenurus gaigeri the larval stage 
of Taenia gaigeri. Besides these cysts, 
four cysts of Cysticerous tenuicollis 
were seen attached to the serosal 
surface of the rumen and abomasum. 
These cysts measured upto 4 cm in 
length and contained a single scolex 
invaginated into a long neck. 

Shastri (1985) reported a case of 
rr.assive infection of Coenurus gaigeri 
cysts in a goat with the cysts occurring 
in subcutaneous and intra_uscular 
tissues. Ramdan et al. (1973) reported 
a casa of massive infection with 38 
cysts of Coenurus gaigeri in a 6 months 
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old goat from Sudan which manifested 
symptoms such as shortened forward 
stride, lameness, stiffness and arching 
of back. The nervous signs such ashold-
inghead to the left side and upwards, 
fixed gaze, stiffness and staggering 
gait in the present case might be due 
to the presence of Coenurus gaigeri 
cysts in the brain. Presence of nume-

rous cysts in the subcutaneous and 
intramuscular tissues necessitated 
condemnation of the carcass. 

Summary 

A case of natural infection with 
multiple cysts of Coenurus gaigeri in 
a goat is reported. 
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