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Short communicafion: 

Efficacy of vrginiamycin as growth promoter in commercial broiler chicks 

In commercial broiler production 
feed cost is one of the major recurring 
cost. Therefore any method to 
improve efficiency of feed utilization 
will improve profit margin. Anti-
biotic such as aureomycin, bacitracin, 
penicillin have been shown to promo-
te growth in broilers since early 
1959's (Almquist and Morritt, 1951, 
Atkinsan and Couch, 1952, Houser and 
Norris, 1952 and Heywang, 1952). 
Virginiamycin, an antibiotic growth 
promoter is a new addition to this 
group of antibiotic food supplement 
and has been introduced in India 
recently. Therefore an attempt was 
made to evaluate the efficacy of Virgi-
niamycin in commercial broilers. 

Ninety one-day old commercial 
broiler chicks were randomly divided 
into six groups of 15 chicks each. 
Three groups constituted the control 
and the balance three groups, the 
treatment. Both control and treat-
ment groups were fed a broiler 
starter upto six weeks of age and 
broiler finisher up to eight weeks :of 
age. The treatment -group received 
the feed in which Virginiamycin (Staf-
ac 20) was incorporated at the rate of 
1008/100kg of. feed .upto the end of 
fourth week and 508/100kg thereafter 
till end of eight week of age. The 
rations were formulated according to 
the specification of ISI (1977). Feed 
and water were provided ad lib and 

other routine management practices 
were followed. Weekly body-weight 
groupwise feed consumption and liva-
bility were recorded: At the end of 
eight week, three birds each from 
treatment and control were slaughtered 
using conventional methods and ready 
to cook yield was recorded. The 
data v~rere subjected to statistical analy-
sis as per method outlined in Snedecor 
and Cochran (1967). 

The control group had a mean 
body weight of 998 ± 29.11 g at eight 
week of age while the treatment group 
had 1110 +_ 39.378. Eventhough, there 
was numerical difference the magni-
tude of difference was not statistically 
significant. 

The feed consumption for bird 
from 0 to 8 weeks of age was 2988 ± 
15.41 g and 3069± 12.24 g respectively 
for treatment and control. The differ-
ence was not statistically significant. 

The feed efficiency for growth 
was 3.06±0.59 for control group while 
it veas 2.75±0.13 for treated group, 
an improvement of 10% in favour of 
Virginiamycin group the difference 
was statistically significant (P<0.05) 
indicating that Virginiamycin inf lue-
nced better feed utilisation. 

The livability in both the groups 
were over 99~ and the ready to cook 
yields were 69.33% for control and 
73.17% for treatment. 
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Summary 

Virginiamycin eventhough did not 
elicit any favourable growth promotion 
effect in commercial broilers, it has a 

positive and significant influence in 
feed efficiency. Likewise Virginia-
mycin at the levels tested had not 
influenced ready to cook yield. 
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