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.Short corrrmunication: 

STUTTGART DISEASE IN A. DOG 

Caning leptospirosis is important both 
as a zoonosis and a clinical disease of 
dogs. The clinical manifestations vary 
with the virulence of serovars infecting 
the dog (Michna, 1970). The natural 
canicola infection in acute form (Stuttgart 
disease) occurs rarely (Turner, 1967). 
The present report deals with the mani-
festation of 'Stuttgart disease' in a dog. 

A Pomeranian bitch aged 2 ~ years 
was brought to the Small Animal Clinics 
;Medical Units, Madras Veterinary College 
Hospital, with the history of anorexia, 
vomiting and dysentery. 

The animal was dull, depressed and 
dehydrated. The body temperature was 
39.8`~C. There v~ere ulcers in the oral 
cavity and bad odour. Palpation of 
abdomen ©vinced pain. The animal had 
increased thirst. The urine output was 
scanty and positive for albumen. Faecal 
examination revealed the absence of ova 
or cyst of parasites. The blood showed 
anemic changes, laucocytosis and neutro-
philia. There vas a rise in BUN 
(130 mg'dl), FSR (30 mm/hr). and 
creatinine level (3.4 mg/d!}. The blood 
smear was negative for t~aemoprotozoan 
parasites. Based on the typical clinical 
signs ar~d the laboratory findings, the case 
vas tentatively c~iagnosod as leptospirosis. 

Serum samples were collected on 
the day of admission and after 3 days 
and tested by microscopic agglutination 
test (MAT} using standard reference 
leptospiral strains (Faine, 1982). the 
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serum reacted to serovar canicola with 
an initial titre of 640 and the paired 
sample showed arise in titre upto 2564. 
The urine was examined under dark field 
microscope (DFM) and organisms with 
morphology and motility typical of lepto-
spires were detected. However, attempts 
to isolate the organisms were not 
successful. 

The animal was treated with ampi-
cillin 250 mg i/m, dextrose saline 200 ml 
i/v. and analgin 2.5 mI i/v, for 3 days. 
But the dog succumbed to the disease. 

In the present observation, the dog 
had a moderate fever and was anorectic 
besides vomition, haemorrhagic diarrhoea, 
polydypsia, abdominal pain and dehydra-
tion. Ulceration of the oral cavity with 
offensive odour was also noticed. The 
BUN, ESR and creatinine values were 
elevated. Yagi (1969) stated that ulcers 
in mouth, mucosal hyperaemia, dyspnoea, 
vomition, dysentery, haematuria, oliguria 
are the typical signs in acute canine 
leptospirosis. The Stuttgart disease is 
characterised by vomiting, rapid dehydra-
tion with passage of blood stained 
faeces, rapid necrosis and sloughing of 

buccal mucosa (Gillespie and Timoney, 
1981; Faine, 1982). According to Turner 
(1967.): with classical Stuttgart disease 
in dogs, haemorrhagic gastroenteritis and 
ulceration of mouth are noticed. 

In the present case the clinical signs 
observed were in agreement with these 
investigators. 
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Summary 

A case of 'Stuttgart disease' in a 
bitch is placed on record. 
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