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Short communication: 

EOSINOPHILIC MYOSITIS IN A DOG 

Eosinophilic myositis, a very rare 
disease involving temporalis, masseter and 
pterygoid muscles of dogs, usually in the 
German-sheperd, has been reported in 
many countries (Wintor and Stephenson, 
1952; Moon and Wood, 1954; Clere, 1956; 
Harding and Owen, 1956). The present 
communication records a similar case in a 
Labrador Retriver dog aged about 6 years. 

The dog brought to a private Veterinary 
Clinic, Calcutta, was clinically exGmined. 
The animal had mild fever, depression, 
acute painful swelling in the muscles of 
mandibular region, difficulty in mastication 
and high eosinophilic count (19.0 }. The 
growth after removal by surgical interve-
ntion with local anaesthesia was preserved 
in 10% formal-saline, processed through 
conventional histologic tech~~ique and the 
cut sections were stained with routine 
haematoxylin and eosin for histopatholo-
gical diagnosis. 

Grossly, the muscular growth was 
swollen, greyish yellow in colour and had 
ruptured. Histologically, the muscular 
tissue showed oedema and hyaline degene-
ration with massive infiltration of eosino-
phils in between the separated muscle 
fibres (Fig.1). Mononuclear cells were 
also observed. At focal areas, blood vessels 
had fibrinous thrombi and there was extr-
avasation of blood in the surrounding 
tissues. {Fig. 1). The pathologic features 
observed in this study, agree with the 
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observations of previous workers. Though 
the etiology of the condition is unknown, 
it is believed to be due to some 
localized allergic state (Jones and Hunt, 
1983) . This is perhaps, the first record in 
a Labrador-Retriver dog. 

Fig. 1. Muscle : Oedema, hyaline degeneration, 
massive infiltration of eosinophils 
separating the muscle fibres and mild 
fibrosis. H & E x 450 
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Summary 

A case of eosinophilic myositis in 
Labrador- Retriver dog was described. 
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