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Short communication: 

TRAU~9ATtC R~TtCULO P~RICARDtTIS AND EtVDOCARDITtS DY AN 

UP~USflAL ~OR~tO~~ R~JDY tN A C0~ 

Accidental ingestion of metallic or 
~r non-metallic sharp materials leads to 
perforation of reticulum and pericardial sac 
causing traumatic r3ticulopericarditis in 
bovines. The ingQsted materials may ba 
pieces of bone, sharp pointed screv~~s, Waifs, 
wire, pieces of tin and old shoes with nails 
(Oehme and Prier, 1930). A case of trau-
matic reticulopericarditis with endocarditis 
due to an unusual foreign bod}~ in a Jersey 
co~v is reported. 

A Jersey cow night months pregnant 
with the history of grunting, abduction of 
elbow, lumbar lordosis and oedema exten-
ding from jowl to brisket was referred. 
Ausculation revealed muffled heart sound 
and the animal showed positive response 
to 'Pain tests'. It was suspected io be a 
case of traumatic reticuloperitonitis. Tha 
cow died soon after admission before any 
treatment could be started. 

Autopsy was conducted and there was 
dense fibrinous adhesion involving reticu-
lar wal{, diaphragm and pericardium. On 
exploration a tough pointed fibre of the 
sheath of palmyrah palm (Borassus 
flabellifcr} (eaf (25 cm long) was found 
extending from the reticulum to the Isft 
ventricle through diaphragm on its long 
axis. It was surrounded by granulation 
tissue which contained purulent exudate 
and detritus. The anterior reticular wall 
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showed a number of granulomatus inflam-
matory zones. Suppurative inflammation 
was noticed on pleura) and peritoneal sur-
faces of diaphragm which involved the 
adhesion of pericardium and reticulum res-
pectively. Pericardial effusion was copius, 
fibrinopurulent, putrid and blood stained. 
The left ventricle on the apical portion of 
left papillary muscle was perforated and 
about one cm of the fibre was projecting 
into the left ventricle. Tho perforation was 
surrounded by a zone of inflammation. 
The surface of the heart revealed 2 cm long 
laceration just above the apex and 7 cm 
below the point of perforation. 

Jubb and Kennedy (1970) reported 
canal formation by foreign body due to 
chronic granulation tissue in cases of 
traumatic reticulopericarditis and also sug-
gested tf~at death could be due to puncture 
of heart or major vessels. The sheath 
pr©sent at the base of palmyrah palm leaf 
has dense matting of the fibres and the 
sheath protect young leaves. Accidental 
ingestion of the fibre along with roughages 
either from manger or graze land could 
have caused the condition. 

iummary 

An unusual foreign body, a tough fibre 
from the sheath of palmyrah palm leaf was 
reported as a cause for traumatic reticulo-
pericarditis with endocarditis in a Jersey 
cow. 
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